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perience I can assure you that the
difference makes it a whole different ball
game.
Can we be zealous in our evangelism and
conscientious at the same time? Enthusiastic, without being pushy? Fervent, but still honest about the demands of
discipleship? Can we be willing to sow
some seed and wait for God to give the
increase if a person has not been prepared?
And yet be ready to lead them to Christ if
the Spirit has prepared them? This is the
sort of balance we must maintain if we
would be conscientious evangelists.
Dorance D. Calhoun
Pastor
Morrison, Illinois

Letters to the editor
Conservative in Our Claims
Dear Editor,
The article, "Silver Nitrate or Vitamin
C or G o d " by Paul Hostetler was one of
the most refreshing I have read on the
general subject of illness, healing and
m e d i c a l care. W h a t is p a r t i c u l a r l y
noteworthy is that the author recognizes
the difficulty of ascribing his "cure" to any
specific treatment, be it the silver nitrate,
the orange juice, or a supernatural act of
God.
I believe in Divine healing. But I also
believe that we do more harm than good in
many cases where dogmatic claims for
Divine healing are made when the evidence
is equivocal. It is better that we be conservative in our claims of supernatural
healing than to stand discredited when a
"miracle cure" turns out to be but a brief
remission or a temporary symptomatic
improvement.
Roger C. Sider, M.D.
Baltimore, Md.
Superficial Evangelism
Dear Editor,
There have been several letters written
in criticism of the article, " T h e Evangelical
Dilemma." It seems to me that the intent
of the a u t h o r was to warn a g a i n s t
superficial evangelism. And it further
seems to me that the warning is worth
taking note of.
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As a pastor who in the last five years has
been awakened to the centrality of lay
ministry I would hope that the warning
will not be used as an excuse to avoid
person to person evangelism. Mr. McDonald regrettably made some sweeping
generalizations that could have been
tempered, but perhaps he did this for the
sake of impact and to provoke thought.
We should not allow our reaction to these
"over statements" to blind us to the important warning against superficial evangelism, any more than we should use the
warning as an excuse not to involve ourselves in evangelism.
There is one other factor involved here
which has not been brought out, and I
think it's worth thinking about. The advocates of "capsule evangelism" whose
material I have used are Calvinistic in their
theological orientation, and presumably
hold to the doctrine of "eternal security"
(or unconditional security as I prefer to
call it). By pointing this out it is not my
intention to be polemical, nor to accuse my
Calvinistic brethren of having no concern
for follow-up. But it needs to be recognized
that those of us of the Arminian persuasion, who believe in a conditional security,
have a different perspective. It is a little bit
like the difference between selling vacuum
cleaners (a one shot sale), and selling life
insurance which will lapse if it is not
maintained. Having had some selling ex-
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HOPE!

When people tell me that my Christian
hope is unrealistic, I tell them that the
trouble is not with my hope, but with their
reality. Their reality is too small. They are
so petrified by the present that they forget
the past and the future. They are so busy
looking at the world that they never look
up to see God. Of course, in that kind of a
world there is no hope. But one of the most
important lessons in the whole Bible is that
hope is not confined to any one point in
space or time. It is tied to a person, Jesus
Christ, and it is forever.
—Samuel Hugh Moffett,
at Urbana Conference
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Editorial

Roots and Faith

T HAD O C C A S I O N recently to reflect on my commit-*-ment to Messiah College. I found, upon reflection, that
my roots were deep and my faith strong.
Something about my roots: upon completion of his
elementary education my father wanted to go on to high
school. This was in the days when, in Brethren in Christ
circles, high school was not regarded as a necessity.
Indeed, it was regarded with some suspicion.
His parents had already made their decision. None of
his nine brothers and sisters (he was the youngest of ten)
had been permitted to go. In fairness he could not be
allowed to attend.
Evidently he anticipated the reply for he said, "Alright,
I will wait until I am of age. Then I will go."
He waited and he went. This was before the days of
Messiah College or its forerunners. He attended
Elizabethtown Academy for one year and had registered
for his second when he learned that his own church was
starting a school (an academy) in Harrisburg, Pa. It was to
be known as Messiah Bible School and Missionary
Training Home.
In light of the establishing of this school he asked to be
relieved of his commitment to Elizabethtown Academy.
This was granted. Registration day found him, with
several other prospective students, standing outside the
building that was to be the school — the forerunner of
Messiah College.
According to the account which has come down to me,
hesitancy gave way to courage. The group, standing
outside the building, mounted the steps and entered to
register. My father was first in the registration line.
Upon graduation my father married a Kansas girl and a
few years later moved to a Kansas farm. I was born in
Kansas and lived there until I was sixteen. Among the
more vivid memories of my Kansas days is that of Messiah
College students coming to Kansas for the summer "to
make the harvest." Several carloads would come. Some,
of course, were returning to their own homes for the
summer months.
Often there would be a male quartette in the group, or
one was soon formed. The Sunday afternoon social life
centered around these students. The place to gather was
wherever the students were. The highlight of the summer
was the Annual Messiah-Upland Alumni (and friends)
picinic at the Abilene City park. I scarcely could wait from
one year to the next for this event.
This may seem pretty tame to a generation raised on
television, Gospel Rock, and ex-Hollywood stars. But it
was heady stuff for a Kansas teenager of the thirties. I
looked forward to the time I could go to Messiah or
Grantham. (The words were interchangeable.) In my mind
it was never a question if I was going. I took that for
granted. It was only a question of when.
I got there sooner than I expected. The early 30's were
hard years for the Kansas farmer. Wheat was selling for 30
cents a bushel. The next year's crop was high in air over
the Kansas plains as the dust storms turned the sky a
grayish brown and the sun appeared like a moon through
the huge dust cloud. People were leaving Kansas in what
was almost a migration. Most of those leaving went west
May 10, 1974

to California. My father took his family and returned
home — to Pennsylvania.
We settled on the farm adjacent to the college campus.
For the next five years this was home. I plowed the fields
and harvested the crops where the new campus now stands.
During these five years I took my senior year at the
academy and my two years of Junior College. This
indicates that it was more than economic concern that
brought my parents to Pennsylvania. It was also God's
gracious leading that placed us near the campus.
Now it is another generation. Our home in Indiana, as
was my parents' home in Kansas, has been open to
Messiah students. My own sons sit almost as spellbound as
I did, as they listen to tales of student life — academic and
otherwise. I have never pressed the point — just as my
father never pressed the point — but I suspect that in spite
of the pressure of their peers and the guidance counsellor's
typical fascination with the big universities, Messiah
College is rather firm in their thinking. And at the present
it is not a matter of " i f " but a matter of "when."
And I confess that I am pleased. For I believe that
Messiah is a college that warrants this kind of a feeling.
Let me share with you in the next issue why I feel this way.

General Conference Information

V

TIME HAS RUN OUT. THE DEADLINE FOR
L O D G I N G R E S E R V A T I O N S IS AT H A N D — M A Y
15. Use the form in the January 25 issue of the Evangelical
Visitor. Indicate a F I R S T and S E C O N D choice.
You now have about one more month to send in your
Transportation Form, regardless of how you plan to travel.
The deadline for this is June 15. This form was also in the
January 25 EV, and an extra copy can be gotten from
Evangel Press.
All members of Conference will need to be present for
the opening business session on June 29 at 4:00 p.m.
Registration will be from 2:00 to 4:00 that same day.
General Conference is scheduled to conclude by noon on
July 4.
Notice to Boards and Committees. No board or committee will be assigned a regular meeting place before,
during, or after General Conference. However, rooms are
available upon request. Contact the Convention Director,
Paul Hostetler, specifying date, hours of meeting, and the
number of persons in the group.
The Canadian Church is confident that it can accommodate all men and women, boys and girls who wish to be
a part of this historic first biennial General Conference if
the May 15 lodging deadline is met. Please note: If you
have not received a confirmation of your lodging request
within three weeks of sending it in, write again. It may
have gone astray.

/
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DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE:

Is It God's Permissive Will?
Dwight Replogle

VIEW quite frequently expressed in our brotherhood
today concerning divorce and remarriage is that it is
A
wrong, but for those already caught in it, God's "Per-

missive Will" is that they continue to live together. This
situation is supposedly the same as a young man who
rejects Christ in his youth and then is saved in his old age
when his usefulness is wasted.
This comparison sounds reasonable on the surface but is
it biblical? There is no question but that God doesn't
promise the old man that he can start life over at
conversion (John 3:5) but he must obey God from
salvation at age 70 on (I John 5:2, 3; 2:3, 4; 1:6, 7) if he
wishes to remain saved. It is a physical impossibility for
him to start life over. However, it is physically possible for
the remarried to stop their sin (if remarriage is adultery).
There are those who would say that it is humanly
impossible, but all will have to admit that it is physically
possible, and thus the above comparison as far as God's
"Permissive Will" for the remarried is concerned, just
doesn't hold water.
There have to be other reasons why some believe that it
is God's "Permissive Will" for the remarried to continue
together and they generally are as follows:
1. They say — Remarriage is only an act of adultery,
not a slate of adultery and that act is forgiven in
salvation with God's forgiving grace covering the
continuing remarried relationship.
2. Or they say — Sure, remarriage is continuing
adultery, and sin, but that the humanly impossible is
the same as the physically impossible and we just
can't expect the remarried to quit their sin because of
the family ties and love involved. Therefore, God's
"Permissive Will" supposedly covers the so-called
"impossible to change" situation and thus what was
sin is now forgiven, even though the remarried
relationship continues.
The most important single thing to keep in mind when
considering this subject is what God requires, not what we
want to believe! If we are really honest at heart we must
have an open mind to God's still small voice, for is it not
true we are dealing with people's souls primarily not just
their needs in this life?
This brings us to God's Word, as the ultimate answer as
to what we should believe. If you're basing your beliefs on
any other — human observations, indications, buts or
maybes — you're in deep water which will not quench
hell's fire if you're wrong!
Let us look at the two ideas which some advocate,
briefly and to the point, in a spirit of love for those who
differ with us.
The author has written a more complete article regarding the issue of
divorce and remarriage entitled "The Fence or the Ambulance." This
article deals with the way to minister to those involved in a divorce and
remarriage situation. Copies of this more complete article have been
mailed to pastors. Additional copies are available by writing to Evangel
Press, Nappanee, Indiana 46550.
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1. They say — Remarriage is an act of adultery in
breaking the first marriage and the sin of adultery
does not continue after remarriage. Let's look at the
Scripture (Matt. 5:32; Mark 10:11, 12; Rom. 7:2, 3)
"Whosoever shall put away his wife and marry
another committeth adultery." The present tense is
used — whosoever marry another committeth, not
has committed in a past single act. Paul in Romans
7:2 speaks of being bound by the law to her husband
"as long as he liveth," not till remarried and
confessed! Verse 3 says if she be remarried while her
husband liveth she shall be called not was an
adulteress. The meaning is clear — she shall be called
an adulteress as long as her first husband liveth and
nowhere does it say that the second marriage voids
the first. In fact, note that Paul is still referring to her
first man as her husband, not her second one after
remarriage. Please read verses 2 and 3 again and get
the significance of Paul speaking of her first partner
as her husband, even though the wife remarries! That
is clinching!
I realize there are those who say that is only for those
who "know the law" (Rom. 7:1), what is sin anyway, "but
a transgression of the law," (I John 3:4) and sin is sin for
all. Paul is only amplifying Christ's words in Matt. 5 and
Mark 10 and the spiritual analogy he draws from the
marriage relationship in verses 4-6 only further shows the
solidity of the marriage relationship.
Aren't these verses fairly obvious and isn't it somewhat
confusing how we could misconstrue them? "God is not
the author of confusion" and it would certainly be
confusing to condone anything that Paul and Christ
condemned! To say it is unclear is to say that Paul and
Christ in their wording misled the church for almost 2,000
years into believing that remarriage is adultery and we're
just now seeing the light.
What about the so-called loop-holes in I Cor. 7:15, 24; I
Tim. 3:2? Read I Cor. 7:10, 11 first and then verse 15 and
ask yourself how could a wife save her husband (v. 16) if
she remarries? Which husband? Verse 24 refers to vocation
in life — slave, free, circumcised or not — and that
obedience to God's commandments is required regardless
(v. 19). Some say I Tim. 3:2 allows remarriage for laymen
since only the bishops are restricted to one wife. I say,
since God's standard for Heaven is no less for the laymen,
they are allowed only one wife also! Besides, if you accept
the second marriage as binding, (remarriage as alright)
even a remarried bishop has only one wife anyway, so how
does this verse apply or somehow condone remarriage of
laymen? It is obvious that those advocating the acceptance
of remarriage (when referring to this verse for loop-holes)
haven't completely convinced themselves. If they were
completely convinced (that the second partner is wife) they
would be saying remarriage is acceptable for all —
including bishops.
to page six
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DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE:

Jesus' View
Robert B. Ives

T M A G I N E a not so imaginary conversation:
She: "But he doesn't talk to me anymore. He sort of
ignores me and goes on with his work."
He: "She's not affectionate any more, and all she thinks
about is women's clubs and her meetings."
Recognize those lines? They are common words. I have
heard them many times when counselling couples. They
are dangerous words. They are what a man and a woman
say as their lives are moving toward a divorce.
Divorce. It happens so often that we have grown
accustomed to the word. It probably would not surprise
you to learn that the millionaire, Thomas F. Manville,
married his 11th wife in 1960. His shortest marriage (to his
7th wife) lasted only 34 minutes. His fortune came from
asbestos which, some wit commented, he unfortunately
could not take with him.
Divorce. It is an old problem, stretching back into
ancient history. Christians have always been uneasy about
divorce, in large part because of what they believe Jesus
says about divorce in this passage in Matthew 19. We see
here that Jesus answers two questions that the Pharisees
pose for him.
The first question is a hard one. It is well phrased in the
NEB: "Is it lawful (or proper) for a man to divorce his wife
on any and every ground?" This was a question which had
troubled the ancient Jews. There was a difference of
opinion in Jesus' society about the answer to the question.
Theologians differed on the question also. There were two
schools of thought among theologians, the liberals and the
conservatives. The strict, conservative, school of Shammai
believed divorce was wrong. There was no ground for
divorce but proven sexual unfaithfulness. The liberal
school of Hillel believed that divorce might be granted for
many reasons, anything which caused tension in the
marriage relation.
It sounds like our situation today. Today some people
feel divorce is almost always wrong, particularly within the
Christian community. Others see divorce as the only
escape from an unbearable personal relationship which is
tearing people up.
The Pharisees came to Jesus because he, like Shammai
and Hillel, was a famous teacher. They were probing
Jesus, with anxious questions, wanting to know where
Jesus stood. We are like that. We want to feel comfortable
with people. We can feel comfortable if we know where
people stand. But the sort of question the Pharisees asked
Jesus is the sort you cannot win on. If you favor divorce,
people think you are liberal and unbiblical. If you oppose
divorce, people think you are narrow-minded and without
mercy.
The ancient debate centered around the words in
Deuteronomy 24:1, where divorce is permitted when the
This is a sermon recently preached to the Grantham congregation of
which the writer is pastor. This sermon is a condensation of a paper
prepared by the writer on the subject of Divorce and Remarriage. This
paper has been made available to pastors. Additional copies are available
by writing to Evangel Press, Nappanee, Indiana 46550.
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husband finds, some translations read, "something
shameful" in his wife. That was interpreted to mean
anything which upset the husband. The original words
might have a more strict meaning which sees the grounds
for divorce as: "a matter of sexual immorality." Both of
the schools agreed that Deuteronomy 24:1 permitted
divorce. The disagreement was over the valid grounds for
divorce.
I think that is true today. Most people in a Christian
church would probably believe there were some conditions
under which divorce might be justified. What are those
conditions? That is the first question that was put to Jesus.
Jesus had an answer to that question. It was not yes or
no! or a description of conditions. Instead Jesus did what
someone skilled in debate might be expected to do, he
changed the ground of the debate. He said: there is a more
ancient principle. Do you want to know, he asked, what
God expects of a marriage? Then look at the first marriage
— perhaps the only marriage ever made in heaven.
Jesus reminds us about that marriage. The two people,
the man and the woman, were "joined closely together" (v.
5). That is what the word means. It is a good picture of
every marriage, isn't it? A man and a woman, from
separate families, who had lived two different kinds of lives
before, now, in the marriage, are "joined closely
together." The word is sometimes translated "made one"
(NEB) or "be joined to" (RSV). (The LB's "be forever
united to" is an over-translation which begs the question.)
The same original word is used in Acts 5:13 about people
who wanted to join together with the early Christians.
And, as I Corinthians 6 suggests, one could be thus closely
joined to Christ — be married to him — or to a prostitute.
The two people who are married "become one flesh."
Become one flesh! That is probably an unfortunate
translation because the image in the words is not like a
birth where two bodies are joined together, a siamese
marriage; nor is the emphasis fully on sexual union — I
know that is the way this is frequently understood by
Christians — but rather the emphasis is on one community. There is community and, in fact, there is life for the
couple only in the union. Have you ever thought of
marriage as community? This idea is expressed rather well
in the melodramatic phrase "I can't live without you."
You must marry me, says John, because without you life is
all dark and meaningless, I can't live without you. Now we
don't usually mean that when we say it. Romeo and Juliet
meant it when first Romeo dies by drinking a cup of poison
thinking Juliet dead, and then Juliet stabs herself on
finding Romeo dead, they meant that they could not live
without the other. And we are to mean it when we become
"one community, one flesh," in the marriage ceremony.
Jesus holds to the first principle and so warns us that
he is going to support the strict interpretation of
Deuteronomy 24:1. Jesus, the man of compassion, is also a
man of principle.
Now the principle is not fully said when we hear that the
couple are joined together. Something more is there. Every
to page six
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IS IT GOD'S PERMISSIVE WILL?
from page four

Some would say — "But Christ forgave the woman at
the well and one taken in adultery." We agree. But does
Christ in forgiving a drunkard mean that the man can
continue drinking? No. Why do we then think that Christ
in forgiving adultery makes continuing it in the future
alright? Christ and Paul did not preach one thing and
condone another or they would have been two-faced liars!
What a thing to accuse Christ of!
2. The other approach in accepting remarriage — it's
wrong, but humanly impossible to change and God's
grace covers the continuing relationship. (See complete wording earlier in article)
First, let's consider that it is supposedly humanly
impossible to change the remarried situation. What they're
saying is that God in salvation doesn't have the power to
undo through love what the devil in hate and lust did to the
first marriage! In other words the devil can get us in
situations that God can't get us out of, or that man can
create a new marriage through disobedience, but God in
salvation can't help us to mend the first marriage, now
isn't that a blight to put on God. Come now!
Some may still say — but it's the same with the youth
who wasn't saved until age 70, or the murderer, he can't
start his life over, or bring back life. That is right and the
Bible doesn't say that he can start his life over, (John 3:5);
or bring back life, but for the remarried it is physically
possible to make amends and God has promised "through
every temptation to provide a way of escape" (I Cor.
10:13) and nowhere does it say that adultery or remarriage
is excluded!
The idea that God's grace in salvation covers continuing
sin in the future is Eternal Security, to say the least. Any
doctrine that makes room for continuing sin under the
guise that it is no longer sin, or is covered, is just sugarcoating the facts, regardless of what you call it.
Please get this — some people profess to have more
faith to believe God, that He will do things He never
promised (look over sin) than to believe what He did
promise — "through every temptation to provide a way of
escape" — including remarriage! Where is our faith?
I realize there are those who say the Bible is silent on
specifically requiring the remarried to separate as husband
and wife, but isn't it just plain common sense that since
remarriage is adultery and adultery is sin, that the sinning
must stop if the one involved is to remain clear before God.

The whole New Testament is also silent on returning
things stolen. Paul says let him that stole steal no more but
says nothing about returning stolen items. Since the whole
New Testament is silent on this, do we say that we can
keep stolen goods after being saved. Come now. It is true
that Zacchaeus did promise to return all stolen money but
not at Christ's command. Could we assume that
Zacchaeus was over-zealous and Christ did not wish to
upset his sincerity in telling him it wasn't required? Lord
help us!
In closing, I wish to point our attention to the fact that
the Bible was written for babes in Christ to understand
(Luke 10:21) and that God "taketh the wise in their own
craftiness" (I Cor. 3:19). How thankful we should be that
the Bible with divine inspiration sheds light on the Hebrew
and Greek and not visa versa as some contend is always
the case. A study of the Greek or detailed committee study
will never contradict, but substantiate, what is evident by
reading the Bible with an open heart and mind in areas
that are vital to our walk with God, and that includes this
area of remarriage, Hallelujah.
One last sobering thought and method of logic. What if
those advocating acceptance of remarriage are right in
their biblical interpretation and I'm wrong, what then?
Will the blood of those we counseled to separate and who
did (or didn't and backslid) be on our hands? I say no, they
will be in God's hands because His word was specific in
calling remarriage adultery, and adultery sin. God will
have to answer for their souls since He, in the way Matt. 5
and other Scriptures were worded, led us to believe for
2,000 years that the sin must be stopped to be clear. Now
do you think Christ would say one thing and mean
another, thus confusing us and placing the blood of souls
on His hands — Do You?
What if those advocating acceptance of remarriage are
wrong and Christ meant exactly what He said when He
called remarriage adultery? O Lord, just help us! Think
first, of all we have told that remarriage was alright and
they are lost. Then think of our own souls as we stand
before the judgment bar of God and hear God pronounce
an awful indictment against us for going our own way. We
may have a retort now but we will be speechless then! O
Lord, I would rather be safe than sorry, rather be safe then
lost. God help us to see the danger of our deliberations and
the consequences.

JESUS'VIEW
from page five

time we attend a marriage ceremony we hear the full
principle, "what God has joined together . . ." The couple
are indeed joined together, and it is God who does the
joining. God is in the thing. He made the marriage
ceremony and he made the man and the woman to be
joined together. And he puts his blessing on the marriage.
Therefore, neither of the partners may do anything to
break the relationship apart: "What God has joined
together, man must not separate" (v. 6).
Now when Jesus says "man must not separate," he is
not talking about a judge in the divorce court, he is
speaking of the couple who are married. Neither of them is
to break apart the marriage union. Who else can actually
do it?
It is as if Jesus had said: God has sealed this marriage by
His promise. He has entered into an agreement with you to
6

bless your marriage. Don't you be guilty of breaking your
part of the agreement.
Thus we have the first question, is there a proper ground
for divorce? And we have Jesus' answer, God aid not
intend divorce when he established marriage and entered
the marriage covenant with a man and a woman.
Now that wasn't what the Pharisees wanted to hear, as it
is hard for us to hear. The Pharisees, therefore, asked a
second question in verse 7: what about Moses' provision
for divorce in Deuteronomy 24:1? That provision seems to
say that there are valid reasons for divorce, just as in our
day the legal provisions for obtaining a divorce tell us that
our society thinks there are valid reasons for granting a
divorce.
to page twelve
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Religious News
Evangelical Teacher Credits Catholics
For Rise in Christian "Folk" Music
A music instructor at Messiah College,
an evangelical college at G r a n t h a m , Pa.,
has credited the R o m a n Catholic Church
with having spurred the recent upsurge in
Christian " f o l k " music.
Ron Long, a member of the music
faculty of Messiah College, a Brethren in
C h r i s t i n s t i t u t i o n , p o i n t e d out t h a t
"Catholics were writing religious folk
music in the 1960s. Following Vatican II,
the Catholics showed evangelicals 'how to
do it' with the music they wrote."
He said the " T h e New Life," one of the
first Christian folk groups he helped
organize at the college in 1969, "used a
book which the Catholics has published
called ' H y m n a l for Young Christians.' "
In an interview with Barker Howland of
the H a r r i s b u r g Patriot, Mr. Long
described the recent history of Christian
folk music at Messiah College.
Graham Denies Weicker Charge
Of Favoritism on Taxes
Evangelist Billy G r a h a m , responding to
a statement by Sen. Lowell P. Weicker (RConn.) that he was among " W h i t e House

Church News
Jim Irwin at CLB

Jim Irwin (seated) autographing his book To
Rule the Night at an "autograph party" sponsored by the Upland Christian Light Bookstore,
March 6. The manager of the store, Stan Long,
is standing behind Irwin.
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friends" protected from Internal Revenue
Service income tax audits, said that he has
never received White House aid in federal
tax matters.
"I have never requested any help from
the White House on my tax audit," he
said. "Secondly, I have never received any
help . . .
"I never needed any help. Everything
my wife and I have is in trust in a bank.
They pay all my bills and make out my tax
returns."
He said he had asked the I R S to make
routine audits on his books every year, but
has had no reply. He said he agrees with
part of "what Senator Weicker is trying to
do."
"I think he's just trying to prove a
point." he said. ". . . In several Administrations the White House has been
involved in sensitive cases, and that
shouldn't be. I don't think the I R S should
ever be involved in politics."
Psychiatric Assn. Removes Homosexuality
From Its List of Mental Disorders
A decision of the American Psychiatric
Association's trustees to remove homosexuality from its list of mental disorders has
b e e n u p h e l d by t h a t p a r t of t h e
organization's membership voting on the
issue.
Tabulation of a referendum revealed
that 5,854 members supported the trustees;
3,810 opposed removal of homosexuality
from the list, and 367 formally abstained.
The vote was announced by the association, which set the referendum after several

MISSIONS

Edith Miller (Macha Secondary School)
is taking her regular holiday leave in the
United States, and will be participating in
the wedding of her sister Sharon to Rev.
Earl Herr on May 18. She plans to return
to Z a m b i a on M a y 20.
R. Virginia KaufTman, M.D. and Eva
Mae Melhorn are scheduled to leave New
York City on the Moore M a c C o r m a c k ' s
" M o r m a c c a p e " on May 6. Dr. KaufTman
will be serving at Mtshabezi Hospital
(which has been without a physician since
August 1972). Miss Melhorn resumes her
teaching duties at Ekuphileni Bible
Institute. These two esteemed missionaries
are beginning their 20th years of service
with Brethren in Christ Missions.

Eva Mae Melhorn

R. Virginia KaufTman

hundred members objected to the trustees'
action last December.
For almost a century, homosexuality
had been listed as a mental disorder subject to psychiatric treatment.
College Costs, Up 35% In 4 Years,
Will Jump Again In The Fall
The cost of college education has increased about 35 percent in the last four
years and will continue to rise next fall,
according to a report of the College Entrance Examination Board.
Based on a survey of 2,000 institutions
of higher learning, the report said that
"meeting the costs of a college education is
a problem more and more American
families face each year."
Reserve 10% of "Exportable"
Commodities for Food Program,
C W S Aide Asks Senate
The executive of a religious relief agency
urged the U.S. Senate here to enact
legislation, reserving 10 percent of the
nation's exportable agricultural c o m modities, above domestic needs, for food
programs abroad.
J a m e s MacCracken, head of Church
World Service, testified before a subcommittee of the Senate Agriculture C o m m l t t e e now c o n s i d e r i n g f u t u r e f o o d
assistance programs. He said the U.S. has
unwittingly slighted the world's hungry
people, noting that over the past five years
the amount of commodities for overseas
distribution has dropped from 19 to 5
percent.

Remitting Missions Funds. The Board
for Missions receives and receipts its funds
through the offices in Stevensville (Ontario) and Elizabethtown (Pa.). T h e
current treasurer of the Board is M a r k S.
Hess, 1837 Beverly Drive, Lancaster, Pa.
17601. He is open for communication and
counsel on financial matters, but prefers
that all funds be remitted directly to the
Board's offices.
Giving to Missions: How to make it TaxDeductible is a brochure clearly summarizing Internal Revenue Service
regulations which affect missions giving.
Prepared by the Evangelical Foreign
Missions Association, the brochure is free
upon request. Write to: Brethren in Christ
Missions, Box 149, Elizabethtown, Pa.
17022.

MESSIAH COLLEGE
Noted Band to Appear
The University of Michigan Symphony
Band will appear on M a y 11 at 8:00 p.m.
in the C a m p u s Center, under the direction
of George Cavender. The concert, sponsored by the Messiah College Music
Department and by local alumni members
of the University of Michigan, is part of
the band's spring tour.
to page fourteen
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Thoughts at 2:00 a.m.

Learning and change take time in traditional societies.
And many of the observations made in this
article might equally well be applied
to families in the United States and Canada.
page editor

Born...to What?

A S H A R P TAP on the window
q u i c k l y b r i n g s me to consciousness. "Sister, a woman is in the
delivery room and she wants to push!"
It's 2:00 a.m., but those last words
quickly bring me to full wakefulness.
In a few minutes I'm on my way to the
hospital with more regard for speed
than dignity. Will I get there in time?
Or is it going to be a long wait?
Yesterday was a busy day in surgery
and tomorrow there is a large baby
clinic to conduct 30 kilometers on the
other end of a badly used road. I'm
tired . . . and delivering babies now
isn't exactly first on my list of
riorities. But there is a thrill of
Cintoelping
a mother brjng a new child
the world. This African woman is
finding her purpose and fulfillment in
life as a woman.
Several months ago an African informant at the Tonga Language
Course was asked what was the
greatest single thing in life to an
African. He answered, "Children."
We have seen the thrill of the newlymarried young woman when she
realizes she is pregnant. We have also
Martha Lady is on furlough
Mission Hospital. Zambia.

from

Macha

Martha Lady
seen the despair of the childless
woman and the low position she holds
in her home and community. As I sit
and wait, my thoughts wander. What
will this child be born to?
I'm reminded of a small child
brought to the hospital just yesterday,
suffering from severe malnutrition.
Yes, the mother knows her child needs
more food but she says her husband
refuses to give her the necessary
money. Children are wanted and
needed, but in the new way of life they
are expensive. The family wants nice
clothes. They want to go to school.
These things take money. The husband is learning what money can do,
and there are things he wants, and it
isn't easy to see so much go for things
like food that disappears. Or perhaps
the child is malnourished because of
ignorance. How can food or the lack
of it cause disease? Or, how can that
be the reason the child has a "bad
spirit?" What about the child terribly
ill with whooping cough or measles?
He lives near the hospital and to our
way of thinking, could have been
easily brought to the clinic and this all
prevented. How can we help the
mother to see that many of the dis-

eases that kill so many African
children during their first two years of
life can be prevented?
My mind wanders to a church service I attended recently in Choma
where there were many, many children. There was no adult supervision in most cases and the children
wandered in and out of the service at
will. Babies were carried on the hips of
older sisters not much larger. Were the
children sent to church so the parents
could have some peace and quiet on
Sunday morning? Did the parents even
know where the children were? What
kind of training do these children
receive? What happens in the development of a child's personality when
during the first year and a half he has
his mother's entire love and devotion
with constant assurance of her touch
as he lives and sleeps on her back.
Then the next child comes along and
the child on the back is sent to another
village to be weaned and no longer has
that warm constant touch of his
mother.
Who is going to take the responsibility for teaching and training this
child? Will he be taught the old
superstitions and fears of witchcraft as
he lives with his grandmother, or will
he be shown the way of love and
salvation? So many feel they cannot
teach a child until he goes to school.
How can we convince parents that
even very small children are susceptible to training and teaching, and respond to positive handling? Can
parents not see how much a child
learns about life and how to react to it
by watching and imitating his parents,
or does he have to imitate a young
village girl to whose care he has been
entrusted while the parents go off to
work? I think now of the small child
being put to sleep for surgery, spilling
forth a rapid flow of Tonga we could
not understand. The nurses with us
were shocked and would not repeat
what the child had said but only that it
was "very bad." Where does a fouryear-old child learn that language?
to page nine
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Managua is dark
and quiet now,
a darkness and quietness obtained
only from a razed pueblo at nightfall.
But here and there, fighting to deny
the destruction of total captivity, the
occasional muffled sound and filtered
light streak over the treetops.
In the background, the mountains
rise up and grasp the sky in a never
ending darkness, except for the occasional challenging light — perhaps a
campesino fire; perhaps a star.
But behind one such light the day's
adventures are recounted before the
carbon-tinted coal oil lamps, while
little black eyes peep between mama's
legs, listening to the problems, the
sufferings, the successes of the day.
The stories are different, yet the same.
The hard work; the lack of food; the
tear-eyed, lump-in-the-throat dads,
striving to eke from the begrudging
half-acre the needed morsels for the
tomorrows. Then, as the lamp burns
down, the neighbors slowly leave,
winding their way down the familiar
paths to their thatch-covered homes,
guided solely by the rays of lingering
light filtered by waving palms. And as
each campesino reaches his home, the
lights darken, leaving only the stars to
flicker. And each man, woman and
child turns in his bed, lying, listening,
thinking, needing.
In Managua, the city is also turning
in for the night. The stores are closed,
the people home from work, school
children finish their homework, and
the last purchase is made from the
vendedor at the market. The day is at
last behind. The bantering and
bickering have resulted in hundreds of
sales made, and the coffers are full for
the next day's purchase from the
middleman . . . then the resale of the
goods and the new struggle for the
extra peso. With the deepening
twilight comes the supper of rice,
May 10, 1974

beans and platinous, smothered with a
generous portion of daily gossip
amongst fellow vendedores over piles
of assorted fruits and vegetables. Then
as the dark settles down over the
market, the sellers also turn in for the
night, lying down amongst the fruit,
vegetables and garbage, all blended
proportionately into the stench known
as the market. And as they lie there,
guarding their unsold merchandise for
the oncoming day, each man, woman
and child on his bed of concrete
covered with cardboard listens, thinks,
needs and hopes.
In Reparto Schick, the $2 per day
laborers in their two-bit shacks are
heeding the night's call also. The last
wisps of smoke curl out from under
the cast-iron cooking pot set on three
rocks as the family indulges in the
second meal of the day — rice and
beans — spiced with the problems of
the day: how to make ends meet with
the small budget, the long work days,
the lack of food, inflation . . . Then as
dusk turns to night, the laborer's
family switches off their lonely status
symbol, the naked light bulb in the
center of their two-room home, and
the family goes together into the bedroom and stretches out on the canvas
cots. Tired, but not too tired to think
for a few minutes, to hope and to need
— just as the others — for the rest of
their lives.
One by one the lights flicker off. . .
other stories, other hopes, other needs
and thoughts come to an end for
another day.
I passed their way today. I saw the
farmer, the vendor, the laborer, and
all the others who hoped and needed.
We all passed their way today;
someone's way. And as we did, did
they dare to hope as we passed by, in
their own way, in their own language,

"Is this MY Good Samaritan?"
—Bert Sider,
Managua, Nicaragua
BORN TO WHAT?
from page eight

Who will teach him a better speech?
The hour is late, and I'm really
tired. My thoughts can be rather
depressing. It seems I have more
questions than answers. Will we really
get next to these parents with their
children? Perhaps our greatest contribution will be to the next generation
as we teach the young people in our
schools and hospitals. Some of them
are finding a stability that only Christ
can give. They should have something
to give their children. They also have
questions. I must remember, also,
there are parents who care and are
wanting their children to be taught the
ways of God as they were. They have
services in their homes rather than to
see their children following poor examples. There are parents who have
their children with them as they go to
church. There are parents who are
willing to make sacrifices for their
children to have a better life. I
remember an African pastor in an
evening service at an outschool getting
up with his family of teenagers and
younger, singing "special songs." It
was apparent this family had prayers
together at home and sang. The picture certainly isn't entirely dark.
A beautiful baby boy is protesting
strongly his reception into a cool
world. The mother is thrilled, and is
thanking me!?! With a new life comes
new hope. Perhaps this child will be a
great spiritual leader to his people. Or
he might be a faithful Christian father
leading his children aright.
"Dear Jesus, may we not lose hope
or vision. Show us how to help this
mother and child find full development
physically, mentally and spiritually."
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BRONX,
N.Y.

Above and bottom of page: Pat Gobin and Curtis Book form one literature
distribution team. Pat was recently baptized and received into church
membership after finding out about Fellowship Chapel through tract
distribution.

A S O N E WAY to share the gospel with our neighbors,
we organized a door-to-door tract distribution
ministry. Using an enlarged map of our immediate
neighborhood, we numbered the blocks, assigning each
block to a team of volunteers who attempt to completely
cover that block. Once a month, on Saturdays, the teams
go out pressing doorbells and offering tracts. We get no
response at many doors so we slip tracts under the door.
Some refuse the literature; some seem definitely appreciative; a few say "thank you." Two teenage girls were
baptized on March 10 who were first contacted in this
literature ministry.
We have started the second neighborhood coverage.
Approximately 1,600 homes received literature the first
round.
Several Pennsylvania churches have responded to our
invitation and have sent Gospel Teams to help us with
tract distribution. This has given young people an opportunity for witnessing, for seeing a glimpse into city living,
and for sharing with us in a Sunday morning service at the
Chapel.
— That a Book
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Six Disaster Squads
to Work This Summer
This summer, disaster squads will again fan out to
communities where disaster victims and refugees need
help. Joint Mennonite Disaster Service/Volunteer Service
teams will locate in New York, Pennsylvania, West
Virginia, Mississippi, South Dakota and Idaho. One team
is expected to be quartered at the Temple campus of
Messiah College in Philadelphia, working with the new
Homestead program in the city.
Last summer, over 60 people joined the first disaster
squads.
Carpenters, masons, electricians, plumbers, cooks,
painters, decorators, helpers, counselors to the aging, child
care workers, community service volunteers, and cleanup
and restoration workers are needed for Philadelphia and
Wilkes Barre, Pa.; Buffalo Creek, W. Va.; Glen Allan,
Miss.; Wounded Knee, S. Dak.; and Saint Maries, Idaho.
Six to eight volunteers will form each unit.
Volunteers receive food, lodging and a small allowance,
but must provide their own transportation to and from the
project.
Interested high school graduates, college students, young
adults, and industrial arts teachers are especially encouraged to contact the Christian Service Ministries office,
Box 149, Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022 (telephone 717-3677045). Or write to Mennonite Central Committee/Mennonite Disaster Service, 21 South 12th Street, Akron, Pa.
17501.

With Flying Colors
JORDAN — The party at the Marka Center was a
happy affair. Seventeen girls and women enrolled in the
literacy course had just passed their first set of exams with
flying colors. The tests covered reading, writing,
arithmetic and religion, and were given by the Ministry of
Education. The literacy course stretches over a two-year
period. Three exams and three certificates are given.
One of the ladies said she had come to study only so she
could write her husband's name, and now she could write
the names of everyone in the world.
Another woman said her husband was so pleased with
her success that he promised to buy her something nice —
perhaps a new dress. Later this same lady stood in front of
the whole group with her small child huddled in her skirts
and read a small speech she had composed. Several
months earlier she could not have read it.
"We are happy today that we have graduated from the
first class of the literacy school," she said. "We all passed
the first year and are happy because we have studied
everything and we know how to read and write and have an
idea about sewing. We know the parts of the machine and
are all clever.
"We passed very well and are very happy with the
teacher and the Committee. All the girls thank MCC
because they opened the class and gave us the chance to
study. Thank you."
The author, Beth Heisey, is a Mennonite Central
Committee volunteer working with women's community
centers in two refugee camps in Jordan. She is from the
Speedwell Heights congregation. Pa. Reprinted bvpermission of the WOMEN'S ACTIVITY LETTER,
Akron,
Pa.
Evangelical Visitor

The Church-College Relationship

Two years ago the Brethren in Christ Church and Messiah College entered into a covenant,
pledging mutual support and continued services, although without legal restraints. Since a
number of questions concerning the meaning of this covenant are still being asked, we offer
the text of the covenant for careful review and for a mutual renewing of the commitments
described there. The covenant represents a moving away from rigid observance of the letter
while emphasizing full commitment to the spirit of the agreement, the latter being no less
binding.

THE COVENANT
BETWEEN
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OF MESSIAH COLLEGE
AND
THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE
BRETHREN IN CHRIST
The relationship between Messiah College and the
Brethren in Christ Church has roots which are historical,
traditional, and theological.
The College was established during the first decade
(1909) of this century by decision of the General
Conference of the Brethren in Christ Church and the
efforts of concerned and qualified churchmen within the
denomination.
During the ensuing years the Church was the foundation
of financial support, the principal base for leadership, and
the main source of students. The growth of the College
from its modest beginning as an academy and Bible school
to a fully accredited, two-campus, liberal arts college, is
evidence of the support of the founding Church.
The College has served through these years as the source
of trained leadership in the Church — pastoral, missionary, and lay. The theological and cultural maturity of
the Church is to a large degree the result of the interplay
between the College and the constituency.
The Church has been through these years the principal
support of the College. The College, on its part, has been a
unifying factor within the Church. Within the congregations of the Church and at every level of leadership
are those who regard Messiah College as their college.
Cultural, traditional and religious events of the College
draw an increasing number within the Church to the
College. Each has contributed to and is indebted to the
other.
In recognition of these deep and real relationships and
with mutual respect for the contribution each has made
and will in the future make to the other, the Trustees of
Messiah College and the General Conference of the
Brethren in Christ Church now enter into this covenantal
relationship:
The College, on its part, covenants:
1. To grant to the Brethren in Christ Church the
following representation on the Messiah College Board of
Trustees:
a. The bishops of the Regional Conferences.
b. A representative from and chosen by the
denomination's Board for Schools and Colleges.
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c. At least one representative from each of the United
States Regional Conferences, chosen by the
Regional Conference.
2. To include on the committee, appointed by the Board
of Trustees for the selection and recommendation of a
president for the College, the C h a i r m a n of the
denomination's Board for Schools and Colleges and a
representative from the Board of Bishops.
3. To counsel with the Board for Schools and Colleges
in the appointment of the Chairman of the Division of
Religion and Philosophy or the comparable office.
4. To teach the Christian faith and biblical studies
within the framework of the Brethren in Christ understanding of Christian truth.
5. To pattern the life of the college community in a
manner consistent with Brethren in Christ ethos patterns
and the Church's understanding of Christian discipleship.
6. To be responsive to the needs of the Church for
trained leadership by making available courses in theology
and in Brethren in Christ history, practice, and polity
which will assist in meeting these needs.
7. To submit the annual budget to the Board for
Schools and Colleges, which budget will include the
anticipated support from the denomination.
8. To present an annual report — general and financial
— to the Board for Schools and Colleges.
9. To grant to the Church the right to have an
independent audit of the College's financial position made
by a public accounting firm.
10. To provide facilities for the housing of the
denominational archives and the Church's historical
library.
11. To take the Church into consultation in respect to
mergers with other institutions or in the entering into
covenantal relationships with other constituencies.
12. To dispose, in case of dissolution, all the net assets
of the College in accord with the Charter and in consultation with the General Conference of the Brethren in Christ
Church.
The Church, on its part, covenants:
1. To regard Messiah College both officially and in
practice as the denomination's college.
2. To encourage the youth of the Church to attend
Messiah College for their undergraduate training.
3. To accept responsibility for the denomination's share
of the approved budget of the College.
4. To regard the College as the training institution, at
the undergraduate level for pastoral, missionary, and other
specialized ministries.
5. To encourage congregations to cooperate with the
College in permitting college representation and ministries
to represent the College in promotion, student recruitment, and solicitation of funds.
to page fourteen

11

JESUS' VIEW
from page six

The statistics are hard. According to the National
Center for Health in 1973, 2 out of every 5 marriages
ended in divorce. A 40% divorce rate.
Jesus' answer to the second question of the Pharisees is
(verse 8) that Moses granted that concession "because
your minds were closed." What does that mean? It means
something sad, sad for Moses to bear, that he didn't like
the idea of divorce but he saw no other practical way out of
the problem. But Jesus still maintains a distinction
between the practical necessity and the first principle. Even
though Moses, and perhaps we too, see no other eay out,
"from the beginning it has not been this way" (v. 8).
This speaks to us. We live within the flux of our age.
About some problems — and divorce is one of them — we
find no clear way out of the practical problem. The
consensus of our society is that divorce must be allowed as
the way out of a hard situation. One must be merciful, not
legalistic about divorce. In the same sort of situation Jesus
insists upon the principle as over against the mood of the
time. And in verse 9 Jesus adds His own conclusion to the
principle. Verse 9 reads: "a man who divorces his wife for
any cause other than sexual unfaithfulness (unchastity:
NEB) and marries another, commits adultery." That's a
hard statement and yet it seems plain enough, doesn't it?
Anyone who divorces and remarries commits adultery —
unless there was sexual unfaithfulness. Now adultery was a
grievous sin in Israel. It brought not merely divorce but
death by stoning. One guilty of adultery was killed by
being stoned to death. Divorce and remarriage, by Jesus'
principle, is adultery and the one who does that may be
stoned to death. Where there is sexual unfaithfulness,
however, adultery, the exception Jesus allows, has already
been committed. The wholeness of the marriage is already
lost.
Wholeness means a great deal to God. What he wants
for each one of us in wholeness. When he let Jesus Christ,
his Son suffer in agony as a man it was to make us whole.
When Paul spoke: "I am certain that the one who started
the good work in you will bring it to completion by the
Day of Jesus Christ," he was speaking of God's desire to
make us whole. The Scriptures themselves are given,
according to Paul in II Timothy 3:16, that we may be
complete, equipped for good works. Israel was punished in
the Old Testament for continually worshipping Canaanite
gods where that worship destroyed the wholeness of the
relation of God and His people. The judgment God made
was: you are guilty of prostitution, of adultery. Wholeness
was broken. So Jesus says, anyone who divorces and
remarries commits adultery and he breaks the wholeness.
These are the answers Jesus gives to the two questions of
the Pharisees. But there is a third question here, it comes
from the dismayed disciples in verse 10: well, if divorce is
not acceptable, perhaps it is better not to marry. The
disciples are asking this question: how can a person avoid
divorce? Given the Genesis principle: what God has joined
together man must not separate verse 6; and Jesus'
principle in verse 9, anyone who divorces and remarries
commits adultery, the disciples could only see hope in not
marrying. There have actually been various ascetic Christian groups which forbid marriage, but they never lasted
long.
How can one avoid divorce? I do not think the strong
position of Herbert W. Armstrong, used among the people
in his worldwide Church of God, is the solution. He
condemns divorced and remarried people, as guilty of
eternal punishment and eternal damnation — scares
12

people to death about divorce. It is not the way Jesus
applied his own principles. In John 12 when he spoke to
the woman taken in adultery he didn't use threats, nor did
he condemn Mary Magdalene or the woman of Samaria in
John 4 in those terms. He forgave them. He asked them to
sin no more, but he forgave them.
Jesus did not do what he often criticized the lawyers for
doing: he did not apply legalistically and with no human
mercy eternal principles. Jesus viewed all sorts of sins and
wrongs as errors of principle but not of person. That is, our
sins have brought a separation between us and God (Isa.
59), but while we were sinful people, Christ died for us as
people (Romans 5). Jesus clearly says in Matthew 19 that
by principle divorce is wrong, and yet it is a wrong that
may be forgiven, as all wrongs may. If God forgives people
we must be willing to forgive them also. The knowledge
that there can be forgiveness is the backdrop against which
one can view and, I think, avoid divorce. We must also be
willing to obey God's principles — or want to, but they
cannot be legislated. I think the church's present discipline
of divorced people is wrong. The discipline consists in
having a separate church membership category for
divorced people. The problem is that this legislates the
church status of all people, whereas people are different
and their church membership ought to be guided, on this
issue, by personal, pastoral concerns.
I can give you married people a little suggestion that will
go a long way toward helping to avoid divorce: you
husbands, say to your wife today, and every day for a
month: "I love you!" You wives, say to your husband
today, and every day for a month: "I love you!" That will
change your life.
This is a suggestion not in the passage here. The Bible,
you see, is a book which contains true truth, but not
exhaustive truth; that is, the Bible does not speak directly
to all the situations you and I meet in our daily lives. What
do we do then?
There are four general principles to follow. They will
provide insight into divorce and remarriage situations.
They are not rules, not legalisms, but principles which may
help us to deal graciously with situations not fully
explained in the Bible.
1. We must try to understand, as best we can, what the
Bible does say about an issue; that is what I have
tried to do in explaining Matthew 19 for you.
2. Then, we apply the teaching after the character of
God himself, graciously, not legalistically, striving to
be as practical as possible. That is what I am saying
in this section.
3. We ask for the guidance of the Holy Spirit who
guides men into truth, and
4. We hear the counsel of the contemporary and the
historic church as the community of those who
believe.
Now what happens when you apply this therapy principle that is not alien to the mood of the Bible and tell your
husband, "I love you"? You communicate to each other,
even if your husband asks, "What do you mean by that?"
Marriage is built upon love and respect and communication. If you love your wife you must respect her
enough to tell her so. It is the best way to open up your
mind to her. Moses permitted divorce because people's
minds were closed Jesus says in verse 7. To avoid divorce,
therefore, open up your mind to your husband or your
wife, tell him what is on your mind. Tell him that you love
him. That will go a long way toward avoiding divorce.
Evangelical Visitor

Reflections-Urbana

T M A G I N E yourself in a giant flying
saucer-shaped building amid a
throng of people singing "Alleluia"
and you will have imagined yourself at
Urbana '73. Think of this mass of
14,158 people streaming from the
dorms and buildings on the campus of
the University of Illinois to meet in the
Assembly Hall each morning and
evening from December 27-31 to hear
men such as John Stott of London,
Samuel Moffett of Seoul, Korea, and
Paul Little of Lausanne, Switzerland,
speak from their hearts about various
aspects of the convention's theme:
Jesus Christ: Lord of the Universe,
Hope of the World!
Every three years Inter-Varsity
Christian Fellowship holds a miss i o n a r y c o n v e n t i o n at U r b a n a ,
Illinois. Attended mostly by college
and university students, Urbana
provides missionary career guidance,
biblical teaching, challenges for
evangelism, and fellowship with many
other Christians. This year's Urbana
was the tenth one held.
My experience at Urbana '73 left
me with many unforgettable memories! I remember the early morning Bible studies that I thought I
couldn't drag myself out of bed for!
What sharing we nine girls, from
various parts of the United States and
Canada, had in those five days! "And
many nations shall be joined to the
Lord in that day, and shall be my
people . . ." (Zechariah 2:11a).
I remember the thrill of seeing the
sunrise from my 9th floor dorm window one morning . . . the joy of
meeting Christians each meal-time in
the cafeteria at my dorm . . . the
Carol is a Journalism/English
attends Messiah College.

May 10, 1974

major.

She

73

excitement at finding an old friend I
hadn't seen for several years . . . the
long waits in the biting cold wind for
shuttle buses before or after meetings.
But I also remember the patient spirit
despite the discomfort and the joyful
singing which sometimes accompanied
the wait for the buses.
I also remember the large meetings.
Sometimes at the end of the day I
thought I couldn't digest any more
thoughts. My mind was so saturated,
it has taken the several months since
U r b a n a to realize the complete
magnitude of what was said! There
were statements such as these:
Boldness is what we need today —
boldness to proclaim the gospel of the
all-sufficiency of Christ in a cynical and
humanistic age; boldness to ask for
greater things to be done for God;
boldness to make large plans for God;
boldness to make greater sacrifice for
His Kingdom. (Philip Teng of Hong
Kong, on the biblical basis of missions)

I remember Mrs. Elizabeth Elliot
Leitch's talk which dispelled some of
the myths many of us had about
missionaries. (She delivered the first
major address by a woman at any
Urbana). I also remember Donald
Curry, a medical student at the
University of Calgary, Alberta,
emphasizing commitment to Christ at
home right now, not waiting until
we're on the mission field to witness.
He also said we should "get out on a
limb" and let our faith in God really
take hold in a situation where we need
to trust and don't have a fairly good
prediction of how the circumstances
will settle. I remember Russel
Weatherspoon, a recent graduate of
Brooklyn College, encouraging us to
study, to get practical Christian
training, and to have some crosscultural experience such as a summer
of living in a place we are not ac-

Carol McBeth

customed to, a summer in the city if
we live in the country. I also especially
remember Paul Little's talk on the
lordship of Christ in our personal
affairs and guidance.
I remember the afternoons at Urbana . . . booths of 115 mission boards
set up in the "people-packed" Armory
. . . the Inter-Cristo computer program which matched students' qualifications and service interests with
mission boards' needs and openings
and gave me suggestions for summer
jobs . . . Inter-Varsity booktables with
so many provocative books that I
could spend hours browsing and
wished to buy all of them . . .
the Christian literature career seminar
I attended for three sessions, which
gave me specific information to aid in
my literature and writing study . . . the
tiny clusters of "Urbana-ites" sitting
around in the Armory or dorm
lounges discussing and sharing with
others . . . the delightful feeling of a
two-hour afternoon nap in the midst of
an exhausting day.
Then I remember the late-evening
prayer/share groups on dorm when
the Bible study groups gathered to
reflect on the events of the day. "One
in the Spirit" was an accurate description of those times when we prayed
that God would continue to work and
speak . . .
The memories go on, but Urbana
'73 is over. It will be another three
years until it will be held again. I'm
glad God saw fit to lead me to Urbana
'73 because it had a profound effect on
my life. And it is still a very real part
of my life now, three months later. I
pray that neither I, nor the nearly
15,000 participants at Urbana '73, or
you will forget that Jesus Christ is
Lord of the Universe and the Hope of
the World! It is a daily reality, not just
the theme of Urbana '73!
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THE CHURCH-COLLEGE RELATIONSHIP
from page eleven

6. To cooperate in the support of capital fund efforts by
the College among the denomination's membership.
7. To provide at General and Regional Conference level
opportunity for promotion comparable to other agencies
and institutions of the Church.
8. To counsel with the College Board of Trustees or
their designated agent in regards to the distribution of net
assets in case of the dissolution of the College.
In the interest of making these covenantal understandings meaningful the College and the Church both
covenant:
1. To keep open the lines of communication in order to
mutually share concerns, to appreciate each other's needs,
and to seek the resolution of problems.
2. To share each other's resources of facilities and
personnel in furthering the mission of the Church and the
College and for mutual benefit.
Now, therefore, in recognition of the historical and
spiritual ties between the College and the Church and the
CHURCH NEWS
continued from page seven

Faculty Workshop in May
For the last few years, the faculty has
devoted some time at the end of the spring
semester to consideration of institutional
d e v e l o p m e n t , e v a l u a t i o n of present
programs, planning for curricular changes,
or to experiences in professional growth.
The May workshop this year offers several
options for personal development, among
them a cross-cultural seminar at the
Philadelphia campus, group-growth experiences to be conducted at the House of
Fellowship in Lancaster, a seminar on the
nature of Christian politics, and other
projects designed to improve classroom
efficiency.
Faculty members who share in team
teaching of the Integrated Humanities
Studies will be planning their programs for
next year.
Boyer to Present Benefit Concert
Dave Boyer will perform at a benefit
concert in the Brubaker Auditorium of
Eisenhower Center on
June 8 at 7:30 p.m.
Clifford Bailets, local
tax collector and an insurance agent, is planning the concert, proceeds from which will
go to the new Learning
Resources Center.
D a v e Boyer, who
almost ruined a
promising musical career through alcohol
and drugs, will sing and give his testimony.
His wife and daughter will also be at the
concert.
Bailets plans gospel concerts as a hobby,
receiving only his actual expenses. Three
daughters have been students at Messiah
College.
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mutual benefits accruing from a relationship as herein
covenanted, the undersigned, duly authorized by their
respective authorities, do hereby affix their signatures,
pledging their commitment to both the letter and the spirit
of this Covenant.
The strength of the Covenant lies in the mutual Christian trust by the covenanting parties each for the other and
shall be considered binding. However, in recognition of the
Brethren in Christ understanding of Christian brotherhood
both parties agree not to enforce this Covenant in any
court of law. For the:
General Conference of the
Brethren in Christ

(SEAL)
(SEAL)
General Conference Secretary
Chairman, Board of Trustees
Chairman, Board for
Schools and Colleges

Academy to Share Philadelphia Campus
S p a c e h a s been g r a n t e d at t h e
Philadelphia campus to house the Logos
Afro-American Academy of Research and
Rhetoric.
Dr. Abraham Davis, Jr., acting Dean at
the Philadelphia campus, and founder and
present director of the proposed academy,
plans to bring together Afro-American
writers and educators for research and
communication.
Deeply concerned because of what he
considers a serious lack of evangelical
Afro-American scholars, evangelical black
accredited institutions of higher education,
and of representation of Afro-American
writings and art in the mainstream of the
curricula even in Christian liberal arts
colleges, Dr. Davis aims through the
academy to meet the need.
Dr. Davis's selection of Messiah College
as a base for the academy reflects his
opinion that the administration and faculty
are open and willing to explore new
horizons. In addition, he regards its
evangelical stance, its academic association with Temple University, and its urban
c a m p u s in h i s t o r i c a n d s t r a t e g i c
Philadelphia as favorable to the establishing of the type of academy he
envisions.

CONFERENCES

Allegheny

Messiah College

The Ladies Missionary Fellowship of
the Carlisle Church opened their April 16
meeting to the entire congregation. The
guest speaker was a former drug addict,
Sylvia DeJesus, who gave her testimony.
The pastor is Rev. Walter Winger.
The Grantham congregation held an
Appreciation Banquet for all Sunday
school workers on Monday evening, April
8, in the college dining room. Rev. John
Arthur Brubaker was the guest speaker.

President,
Messiah College

Dr. Robert B. Ives is the pastor and Rev.
Paul Hostetler is the associate pastor.
The Mt. Rock congregation held a
Prophetic Conference on April 5-7. Rev.
Ray Brubaker was the guest speaker and
spoke on such subjects as: "Signs Which
Reveal Our Lord's Return Imminent,"
" U F O Slides — How Will Christ C o m e , "
and " W h y I Believe Christ Will Return in
This Decade." The pastor is Rev. Avery
Musser.

Atlantic

Dr. Arthur Climenhaga conducted Holy
Week services in the Free Grace Church on
April 14-21. The pastor and family, the
Rev. John Fries, recently moved into the
new parsonage.
The senior class of the Mt. Pleasant
Church won the Atlantic Conference
paraphrase contest. On March 24 the
congregation heard a concert of sacred
music including parts of the Hallelujah
Chorus. The concert was presented by the
Donegal High School. Rev. Harry Bert is
the pastor.
On Sunday evening, March 17, the
Perkiomen Valley congregation honored
their two retiring deacon couples, Mr. and
Mrs. Jonas Lehman and Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Neuman, at a luncheon meeting.
A picture with a plate attached, denoting
their years of service, was presented to
each couple. Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Tyson
and Mr. and Mrs. Ray Lehman were
installed as deacons. The pastor is Rev.
Keith Ulery.

Canadian

The Massey Place congregation
witnessed six persons receiving believers'
baptism on Sunday, Feb. 24. Douglas
Sider is the pastor.
The-Christ Crusaders of the Sherkston
congregation won first place in the Cana-

Evangelical

Visitor

dian Conference paraphrase contest. A
fellowship meeting was held by the adults
on S a t u r d a y evening, April 20. T h e
meeting was in the form of an Indian
supper. The pastors are Rev. Robert L.
Rolston and Rev. Leonard Chester.

23 in the Hollowell Church with Rev.
Kenneth Engle officiating.
Zook-Longenecker: Martha, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. A m o s Z . Longenecker, R.
D. 2, Elizabethtown, Pa., and Ed, son of
Rev. and Mrs. Roy Zook, Reeser's Summit, Pa., Nov. 24 with Bishop Baer and the
father of the groom officiating.

Central

The Campbellsville congregation
celebrated their first anniversary on Sunday, March 17. Several members of the
congregation shared during the morning
service in what the church means to them.
A carry-in dinner was followed by an
afternoon of music with such groups as the
"Sunshine Quartet," the "Pitman Valley
Boys," the "Gospel Lovers' Quartet," and
others. Rev. N o r m a n Channel is the
pastor.
The Leonard congregation is using for
this year the slogan, " O n e hundred or
more in seventy-four." On March 10 there
were 92 persons present in Sunday school.
The pastor is Rev. Dwayne Hulett.

Midwest

The young people from the Mountain
View congregation traveled to the Navajo
Mission on Friday evening, March 22.
They ministered to the Mission on Saturday and Sunday with prayer and
fellowship. Their pastor, Rev. Samuel
Hollingsworth and Bob and Brenda
Sanders accompanied the group. On Sunday, March 31, the young people and their
sponsors told about their trip,
before.
Three couples from the Sandia congregation celebrated one hundred and
forty-four combined years of married life.
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Bierly celebrated
their 44th; Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Bushnell
celebrated their 50th; and Mr. and Mrs.
Lloyd Sleighter celebrated their 50th anniversary. Mr. Bushnell is a deacon, Mr.
Bierly is the treasurer, and Mr. Sleighter
has served on the trustee board.

Left to right: Mr. and Mrs. Bierly, Mr. and Mrs.
Bushnell, and Mr. and Mrs. Sleighter.

Obituaries

P h o t o by J o h n Buckwalter

On March 14 the Labish Village basketball team played the final game of its
premier year. The team compiled a 3-7
record in the Salem Recreational League.
Commenting on the season, Coach Mike
Frey expressed satisfaction with the
n u m b e r of persons participating, as
players and spectators, who have no other
contact with the Labish Village congregation. Rev. Art W. Cooper is pastor at
Labish.

Births

Gouse: Hannah Jenifer, born Feb. 8 to
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Gouse, Green Spring
congregation, Pa.
Heacox: Angela Renee, born Feb. 22 to
Mr. and Mrs. William Heacox, Hollowell
congregation, Pa.
Navratil: Jennifer Lynn, born Jan. 29 to
Mr. and Mrs. John Navratil, Pleasant
View congregation, Pa.
Pertusio: A son born March 17 to Mr.
and Mrs. David Pertusio, Palmyra congregation, Pa.
Sechrist: Angela Nicole, born Feb. 19 to
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Sechrist, Pleasant
View congregation, Pa.
Simpson: Julie Ann, born April 6 to Mr.
and Mrs. Jim Simpson, Union Grove
congregation, Ind.
Sommers: Jeremy Joseph, born March
19 to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Sommers,
Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Stauffer: Kelly Lynn, born to Mr. and
Mrs. Chris Stauffer, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Stern: Suzanne Renee, born March 30
to Mr. and Mrs. W. Dean Stern, Martinsburg congregation, Pa.
Yohe: T a m m y Lee, born Feb. 15 to Mr.
and Mrs. Roger Yohe, Green Spring congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Pacific

T h e Waukena Church
gregational retreat in the
March 24. March 31 was
"Invite a Friend" Sunday.
Rev. Glenn Smith.
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held a conmountains on
designated as
The pastor is

Royer-Klye: Donna Christina, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Kyle, and Lee, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Royer, Sr., both of
G o o d r i c h , M i c h . , M a r c h 19 in the
L a k e v i e w C o m m u n i t y C h u r c h with
brother of the groom, Rev. Kenneth
Royer, Jr., officiating.
Smetzer-Johnson: Susan, daughter of
M r . and Mrs. George Johnson, and
George, son of Mr. and Mrs. George
Smetzer, both of Waynesboro, Pa., Feb.

Davis: Harriet Davis, Greencastle, Pa.,
74 years of age, died March 4, 1974, in the
Chambersburg Nursing Home. She was
married to Ralph G. Davis who preceded
her in death in 1965. She is survived by five
daughters: Mrs. John Anderson, Mrs.
Frank Shew, Jr., Mrs. Robert Mikey,
Mrs. Robert Hollinger, Mrs. James Shew;
one son, R i c h a r d T. Davis; eleven
g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; and six g r e a t - g r a n d children. She was a m e m b e r of the
Hollowell Brethren in Christ Church. The
funeral service was held in the MinichMiller Funeral H o m e with Rev. Paul
McBeth and Rev. Kenneth Engle. Interment was in the Parklawn Gardens.
Fretz: Miss Lillian Fretz, Stevensville,
Ont., born Aug. 26, 1895, died March 1,
1974, in the Douglas Memorial Hospital,
Fort Erie, Ont. She was the daughter of
Nelson and Carrie Lichtenberger Fretz.
She is survived by one sister, Mrs. Beatrice
Bearss; two nephews and one niece. She
was a member of the Bertie Brethren in
Christ Church. The funeral service was
conducted by Rev. Wilbur W. Benner and
Bishop E. J. Swalm. Interment was in the
Bertie Cemetery.
Lambert: Earl Lambert, born Sept. 24,
1896, died March 25. 1974. He was the son
of John and Harriet Lambert, Wainfleet,
Ont. On Dec. 14, 1938, he was married to
Bertha Putman who survives. Also surviving are several nieces and nephews. The
funeral service was held in the Ballard
Funeral H o m e with Rev. Edward Gilmore
and Rev. Ronald Lofthouse officiating.
I n t e r m e n t was in the M a p l e Lawn
Cemetery.
Martin: Paul A. Martin, born Oct. 14,
1900, died March 26, 1974, in the Hanover
Hospital, Hanover, Pa. He is survived by
one son, Rev. Paul Martin; one daughter,
Mrs. Beatrice Sentz; three brothers, eight
grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren. He was a member of the Cross
Roads Brethren in Christ Church for 40
years where he served on the Church
Board and Board of Trustees. The funeral
service was held in the Cross Roads
Church with Rev. John L. Rosenberry,
Rev. Glenn Hostetter, and Rev. William
Rosenberry officiating. Interment was in
the adjoining cemetery.
Sheffer: Harvey, born May 16, 1907, in
Stayner, Ont., died March 20, 1974. On
June 8, 1929 he was married to Rhoda
Steckly, who survives. Also surviving are
one son, Walter; two daughters: Mrs. Ross
(Marjorie) Cooney and Velma; and six
grandchildren. He was converted at the
age of 12 years and was a member of the
Stayner Brethren in Christ Church where
he served as deacon for 35 years.
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Help, I'm a Mother, Not a Theologian
Patricia Irwin
IS IT that my children always come up with the
hard questions when my husband is away? After all,
their father's the minister, not I. But somehow I'm the one
who gets stuck hemming and hawing.
Take the time I picked up Becky at kindergarten so that
just the two of us could go for a visit to the grandparents.
There we were cruising down the freeway at 50 miles per
hour on a beautiful morning. Becky was chattering happily
about school, when out of nowhere she burst out with,
"Mommy, if the devil's really a fallen angel, where did he
land?"
I think the wheel of the car jerked when that question
registered. Stunned, I stalled for time (like I always do on
the really hard ones). "Uh, honey, where did you hear that
the devil was a fallen angel? I didn't realize you knew
about that."
"Oh, I heard that in Sunday school a long time ago."
She wasn't about to be sidetracked, though "Mommy,
where did he land?"
"Well, Becky, the devil didn't fall as you think he did.
You see, he was one of God's angels. Then he no longer
wanted to serve God or to be with God. So he sort of went
away from God, and we say he's a fallen angel because he
has fallen out of God's place. He isn't with God in heaven
anymore. Do you understand that at all?"
"Sure, I do. Thanks, Mom."
I felt great — for about two minutes. Then those big
brown eyes looked at me again. "But, Mommy, where did
he land?"
That's when I defied the psychologists and said, "Wait
until we get home. You can ask your father all about it."
Sometimes these things come up in totally unexpected
ways. Once Kathy asked me, "When is Gram going to
have another baby?"
Since Kathy was too young for a more detailed explanation, I simply tried to tell her that her grandmother was
too old to have any more babies.
Looking me straight in the eye, she replied, "Mommy,
you shouldn't say a thing like that. Don't you remember
Abraham's wife?"
Feebly I tried to tell her how that was an entirely
different situation. But I don't think she heard a word.
After her bedtime prayer one evening, Becky said,
"Mommy, I have a problem . . . I pray but I can't hear
God answer me."
Now I have that problem myself sometimes. We had
quite a little talk about ways of listening to God. Together
we thought about how conscience works, how God lets
circumstances help us out, and other things. All of this was
geared to a little child's vocabulary, but I learned
something too by trying to explain.
At times my children's questions make me laugh, at
other times I could cry. One day Kathy got off the school
bus crying. She has an eye problem and someone had
called her "wobble eyes." Between her sobs, she asked me,
"Why are some people born with my eyes?"
An age-old question, isn't it? Kathy has learned to cope
with her poor eyesight, and I never cease to be amazed at
what she can do. But sometimes she needs to be reassured
that God loves her in a very special way.

When Kathy was 5 years old and a brand new
kindergartner, one of her friends from Sunday school
never made it to kindergarten. He developed cancer just
before school opened in the fall.
All of us in church were praying for Scott's recovery.
Night after night I listened as Kathy earnestly asked God
to heal her little friend. But just before Christmas Scott
died. At prayer time on the night of his death, Kathy said,
"I'm never going to pray again. God doesn't listen. He let
Scott die." Then she cried and cried.
Did I ever pray for wisdom that night! Together we
discussed the problem for quite a while. The main thought
I tried to impress on her was that God doesn't make
mistakes.
As our children grew old enough to read, my husband
and I encouraged them to have their own private
devotions. Each one of them has chosen to read the
Scriptures alone in his room before going to bed.
One evening as I went to pray with eight-year-old
Becky, she asked me with a touch of fear, "Do I really
have to cut off my hand if I do something bad with it?"
She had been reading from Mark 9 in the Living Bible
paraphrase: "If your hand does wrong, cut it off. Better
live forever with one hand than be thrown into the unquenchable fires of hell with two."
I looked at her and wondered, had I ever read that
passage with as much concern as she obviously had? A
feeling of new closeness for this child and for our Lord
filled me as we talked together of sin and forgiveness and
God's unfailing love for us sinners.
Mike and Kathy are young teenagers now and Becky is
ready for the fourth grade. As they have their own
devotions and also have family devotions with us, we
constantly feel their love for Christ. Their study brings new
questions — some really hard ones, too. Sometimes I've
no idea how to answer, but God helps.
Each night I pray for God's help and guidance in dealing
with the children. And he does help. Through the questions
my three ask, we all have grown in faith.
Now our youngest, John Mark, at 18 months is
beginning to chatter. The way things are going, he'll soon
be asking questions too. I had better start praying for
answers to those impossible theological questions that only
a young child can ask. Help, God, I'm only a mother, not a
theologian!
Reprinted from the Christian Herald. Used by permission. Copyright by
Christian Herald.
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